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Owen County Garden Club Newsletter 
Autumn 2009 

Editor, Annie Bright-986-3335 brightside66@gmail.com 
 
Old Favorites Brighten Autumn Landscape 
 
There are some strange things growing in gardens this month.  Gardeners are 
tending their spoons, spiders, and pompoms. These are all varieties of the old 
stand-by for autumn gardens, the chrysanthemum.  Most of us are probably more 
familiar with the more common varieties, singles and standards.  Mums are from 
the asteracea family, related to sunflowers and zinnias.  Seeing the rows of 
colorful mums for sale at Babb’s is one of the sure signs that autumn is arriving. 
 
Mums have changed significantly over the years; they now come in dozens of 
colors and styles. I remember how pleased my Mom was years ago, when her 
‘bushel basket’ mums made huge mounds of yellow blooms in her garden. I 
never hear that term any more.  Another variety we don’t see much anymore is 
the ‘football’ mum.  Women used to wear the huge blooms to football games. 
Many people treat mums like annuals, spending money on them every year, just 
as the plants are coming into bloom.  Purchasing them in pots when they are still 
in bud will give you about 6 weeks of color.  That is an easy way to brighten up 
your fading landscape. 
 
However, chrysanthemums can survive the winter and brighten your gardens for 
many years with a little work.   Mums require sun, lots of it.  So don’t waste your 
money and time planting them in a shady spot. I’ve killed a few trying to get them 
to grow where they were not getting enough sun.  If you want to winter them 
over, plant them early in the summer.  They need time to get their root system 
established before frost.  They also need to be mulched heavily so they won’t 
heave out of the soil when the ground freezes and thaws during the cold months. 
 
If you manage to get them to survive the winter, you will need to tend to them 
next summer to encourage blooms.  They need watered often and some plant 
food helps.  Pinch them back around July 4th to help them branch out and 
develop blooms.  My friend Joyce used to take the pinched off stems, root them 
in her ‘baby beds’ and produce young plants to share with her friends.   
 
If you need to perk things up around your place, treat yourself to a pot or two of 
these old favorites. Even if you don’t want to try to winter them over, mums are 
an inexpensive way to bring a bit of autumn cheer to your home. 
 
Annie 
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Meet Jenna Smith, Ag & Natural Resource Educator 
 
The interview process for filling the position of the Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Educator for the Extension Service is finally over.  Jenna Smith, 
an Owen County native, accepted the position, which is split with Clay 
County.   When she attended Cloverdale High School she was active in 4-H, 
and FFA.  During high school she worked as a program assistant in the 
Putnam County Extension Office.  Jenna also worked to help her family 
raised sheep and cattle on their Taylor Township farm.   She earned a 
Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree at Purdue in agricultural economics.  
She hopes to continue to write the Extension Service column for the Evening 
World and is available for questions pertaining to subjects as varied as 
livestock to garden pests.  Ms. Smith enjoys gardening and during the 
interview expressed an interest in offering a Master Gardeners Class in 
Owen County.  Stop by the Extension Office and get acquainted. 
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Garden Club Autumn Meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2009  

at 5:30 pm 
 
Join the fun at the Club’s annual pitch-in 
dinner and auction. 
 
Connie Mc Cain will once again reign over 
the grill as the hot dogs sizzle.  This 
meeting is always a lot of fun.  Bring a 
friend who likes to garden; this is a great 
way to introduce new people to the Club. 
 
We are at the old CCC Nature Center at 
McCormick Creek State Park again this year. 
The Club will furnish drinks, tableware, hot 
dogs, brats and buns. 
   
The evening will be capped off with an 
auction which is always fun and a great 
moneymaker for the Club. 
 
 
 
 


